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Legal Background: Eco-Schools, Local Agenda 21 and UN Decade of Education for Sustainable
An Environmental Education aspect is, in most cases, a contribution to the development of the Agenda 21 and to the achievement of the goals of the United Nations Decade on Education for Sustainable Development (UNDESD).

It could be interesting to prepare a document that summarizes the international orientations and it should be addressed to schools and to the local authorities.

Proposal of the work group in local (city)level

• The local authorities should prepare a Local Agenda 21, with the help of Eco-Schools;

• Show to the Local Authorities the importance of Eco-Schools as a tool for the development of Local Agenda 21.

The group concluded that it was important to create conditions to implement the Local Agenda 21 side by side with the UNDESD. The strategy defined for this implementation should have to do with the Eco-Schools contribution.

Eco-Schools programme – Partnerships - Good Practices (Local level - action)

· Eco-Schools projects

· Educational materials (schools, local authorities, education and environmental institutions)

· Training sessions for teachers

· Good practices for local authorities

Local Action

The Eco-Schools programme has the goal of obtaining partnerships between schools and social partners, among which the local authorities.

This programme in the last ten years has promoted several experiences at different levels (settlement of partnerships and project development, at a national and international level; training sessions for teachers; creation of educational materials to support the practice of teaching in environmental education therefore to contribute to the enrichment of the national curriculum on the environmental subject).

It is important to identify, to select and evaluate the heritage built by the Eco-Schools programme in the last ten years.

So, it is proposed to identify the good practices in each country that takes part in

FEE.

Good practices in several domains:

· Eco-Schools projects

· Educational materials (schools, local authorities, education and environmental institutions)

· Train sessions for teachers

· Good practices for local authorities

· To identify good practices in each domain it will be necessary to elaborate a group of parameters that allows creating some homogeneity in the good practices rising in the several countries.

Eco-Schools projects – Educational materials

• Interactive workshop for the community

1. exhibitions with Eco-Schools products

2. teachers and students presentations

3. debates with the Local Authorities with following conclusions:

• to integrate the Local Agenda 21

• to involve schools in the strategies for the Local Agenda 21 implementation

Interactive workshop for the community:

The Eco-Schools projects and the educational materials selected by each country should be the start of community activities, like:

• exhibitions with Eco-Schools products – to be carried out in schools and in public spaces with responsibility of the local authorities

• teachers and students presentations – to make the teacher and students participations easier in some events

• debates with local authorities in a way to create guidelines that could take part of the Local Agenda 21 and to allow a commitment with schools in the strategies of the implementation of this Agenda.

Global Level

• Create international documents in different supports to promote this background

• Create international document in EU level to think about the Eco-Schools programme and identify strategies of partnerships between Local Authorities and schools

Global Thinking

The widening of the Eco-Schools programme and its adaptation, to non-European countries, on one hand shows the universal and global character of the programme and by the other hand universal environmental questions. This programme has a great cultural diversity and this diversity known as enrichment for the Eco-Schools are now seen in a global way but their methodology has to be adapted to the reality of each country/continent. For example, the subject of the water treatment is going to be spoken by each country of the North of Europe or in some of Africa in a distinct way; other example could be at the forest level.

The growth of the Eco-Schools programme is one important contribution for the healthy confrontation of values in the environmental domain and it could be at the same time a contribution for education, for peace, but we have to remember that the diversity has to be managed and oriented with the objective of enriching the training of the teachers in the environmental subject and therefore for the enrichment of learning of the students. It is fundamental to identify the good practices, in the domains referred above, to create a document that could guide the sustainability of the Eco-Schools programme, promoting the programme and giving visibility to the work of the schools and therefore of its partners, among which the local authorities.

· Create international documents in different supports to promote the background: motivate the Local Authorities to prepare the Local Agenda 21, with the contribution of the Eco-Schools;

·  show to the Authorities the importance of the Eco-Schools as an instrument for the implementation of the Local Agenda 21.

· International Conference organized to think about the Eco-Schools programme and identify strategies of partnerships between Local Authorities and schools (participants: local authorities representatives, education and environmental representatives; these members should be chosen by the national coordination of the Eco-Schools programme related with their presentation of Good practices).

This document was approved by the participants (teacher and local authorities) from Ljubljana and it is an open document, it should be seen as a starting point for a further reflection that might start with the contribution of each of the participant on line.
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