Operation of the free sport equipment rental shop 

The Municipality of Budapest 

The Municipality of Budapest attaches special importance that youngsters get the taste of regular sporting activity, which is important in preserving physical and mental health. Establishing and operating a sport equipment rental shop free of charge is not the only programme involving schools, and the Municipality of Budapest can be proud of. Numerous other projects for youngsters have already been accomplished like: 

· The campaign ’1000 streetball boards for Budapest’ was launched in 2001 and completed in 2003. Altogether 1000 streetball boards were placed on Budapest’s public areas and schoolyards.  

· Encouraged by this the municipality of Budapest launched the programme ‘500 small-pitch soccer goals for Budapest’, whereby 500 small-pitch soccer goal were placed on public areas and schoolyards in Budapest. 

· This programme was continued with placing 200 handball goals also on public areas and schoolyards in Budapest. 

· The skating teaching of kindergarten kids and pupils in the elementary schools free of charge was also launched at the initiative of the Municipality of Budapest and by now it is organised fully with the subsidy of the capital. As a result of the project some 8-10 thousand kids learn skating year by year. 

· The Municipality of Budapest manages two sport institutions in the capital as an open sport facility in order to enrich the sporting possibilities of the citizens living in the capital. 

· About 400,000 skating fans – primarily school children - go skating to the artificial ice rink in the City Park during the winter skating season. 

· The jogging club of the Athletic Centre on the Margaret Island also counts many thousand members, and the number is growing. The complete building of the ’Margaret Island Jogging Lap’ with rubber surface financed by the municipality greatly contributed to the development of the jogging club. 

· And naturally the establishment of the free sport equipment rental shop of the capital is also part of this series, which has been made available by the Municipality of Budapest since 2002 with the involvement of the Artificial Ice Rink. In this programme sport equipment (skis, bikes, touring boats and other sport equipment) are ensured by the capital for the educational establishments. 

Based on the above the ideas of establishing and operating a free sport equipment rental shop in the capital was well integrated into the concept of the Municipality of Budapest, proving that education through sports plays a significant role in education. 

The free sport equipment rental shop is aimed at ensuring the possibility for the educational establishments in the capital to rent popular and useful sport equipment, the purchase of which would be a considerable financial burden for the residents in the capital, and these cannot be purchased from the budget of the educational establishments. 

Our idea was to essentially purchase such sport equipment, which greatly contribute to having school excursions, camps, sport camps. Using the equipment we wanted to increase the youngsters’ out-of-curricular sporting activity, whereby they can acquire important, useful information in a playful way. 

Sports out of school, sporting activity specially in open air and on open area allow for example to make the children familiar with environment protection. The youngster, for whom it is important to have a clean environment and to protect it, will encourage his fellow-mates after some time to do the same. 

The free sport equipment rental creates equal chances for less well-off students to be involved in sports, as the purchase of the sport equipment or the rental costs on commercial terms do not burden the parents. 

In the framework of the free school sport equipment rental programme the following equipment were purchased for the first occasion in 2002 in value of about 44,000 EUR on total. 

	Quantity 
	Description 
	Gross value (EUR)

	3 pcs
	Indian canoe for 3 persons 
	2 000

	3 pcs
	Indian canoe for 4 persons 
	2 300

	30 pcs
	Bicycle 
	3 100

	86 pairs
	Skis in different sizes 
	10 000

	20 pcs
	Tent for 4 persons 
	1 200

	2 pcs
	Iron stew-pot with stand 
	50

	10 pcs
	Tent for 2 persons
	350

	20 pcs
	Rescue vest in different sizes 
	720

	91 pairs
	Ski stick
	680

	100 pairs
	Skate
	4 000

	14 pcs
	Mini jumping board 
	8 500

	1 pc
	Double kayak with paddle 
	730

	2 pcs
	Single kayak with paddle 
	1 200

	50 pairs
	Hockey skate
	1 450

	50 pairs
	Hockey helmet
	900

	50 pairs
	Hockey elbow protection 
	525

	50 pairs
	Hockey knee protection 
	800

	91 pairs
	Ski boots in different sizes 
	5 200

	 
	Total:
	43 705


Having assessed the additional demands of the school in the years afterwards we have already acquired a stock of sport equipment in value of almost 100,000 Euro by 2006, which includes the followings: 

	Quantity 
	Description 
	Gross value (EUR)

	3 pcs
	Indian canoe for 3 persons
	2 000

	3 pcs
	Indian canoe for 4 persons
	2 300

	2 pcs
	Touring canoe for 8 persons 
	1 520

	30 pcs
	Bicycle 
	3 100

	190 pairs
	Skis in different sizes
	25 600

	20 pcs
	Tent for 4 persons
	1 200

	2 pcs
	Iron stew-pot with stand
	50

	10 pcs
	Tent for 2 persons
	350

	20 pcs
	Rescue vest in different sizes
	800

	188 pairs
	Ski sticks
	2 000

	100 pairs
	Skate in different sizes
	4 000

	14 pcs
	Mini jumping board
	8 500

	1 pc
	Double kayak with paddle 
	800

	2 pcs
	Single kayak with paddle 
	1 200

	50 pairs
	Hockey skate
	1 520

	70 pairs
	Hockey helmet
	2 600

	67 pairs
	Hockey elbow protection 
	1 400

	71 pairs
	Hockey knee protection 
	2 240

	198 pairs
	Ski boots in different sizes
	15 200

	2 sets
	Snowboard set 
	640

	3 pcs 
	Ski protection helmet
	110

	1 pc
	Motorboat with accessories 
	6 000

	2 pairs
	Hockey goalkeeper gloves 
	60

	97 pcs
	Hockey stick
	4 800

	50 pcs 
	Canoe paddle
	2 700

	1 pc 
	Canoe transport vehicle with accessories 
	3 600

	1 pc 
	Table tennis table 
	220

	 
	Total:
	94 510


Upon purchasing the equipment we took into consideration to acquire equipment to be used at the different leisure time sport activities, such as:

Camps, water touring:

Tents, stew-pot with stand, touring canoes with paddle, canoes, rescue vest

Winter sports and their teaching:

skies, skate, snowboard

summer touring:

bicycle 

Some words about the introduction and operation of the rental shop itself. 

After creating the rental room and purchasing the sport equipment we informed the schools in the capital on the free-of-charge rental possibility. 

The rental shop is available for the school on each day of the week, based on previous consultation.  

No rental fee is charged to the organised school groups for the rental of the equipment, however a deposit is to be paid for the purpose of handling the equipment with care and to return them by the deadline, the deposit amounts to 25 percent of the rented equipment value. The deposit is naturally repaid upon returning the equipment by deadline and carefully maintained. 

The rental and storing takes place in the sport estate owned by the Municipality of Budapest, in the warehouse created for this purpose and in the Indian Sport Centre on Népsziget – in case of the boats. 

Over the years the Municipality of Budapest spent more than 120,000 EUR on the free school sport equipment rental programme including the purchase of the different equipment. 

This amount does not look too high, yet if we consider the budget footing of the Municipality of Budapest in 2002 and 2003, namely 270 and 370 billion HUF respectively, and out of it 0,41 percent and 0,33 percent were spent on total on sports, it can also be considered as considerable. 

Summarizing the above the establishment and continuous operation of the Free Sport Equipment rental in the capital forms a part of the programme in Budapest, which clearly serves the target to make kids love physical education, as sport has numerous impacts on the personal development beyond preserving health. In the course of the sport activity self discipline, courage, endurance, will and fighting spirit can be developed. If these features get rooted during sporting, later they become evident for the youngsters in other fields of life as well. 

Sport, especially sporting activity in group teaches youngsters to respect each other, partners and rivals. 

Sport can be the means that youngsters learn the rules of life and promote integration within a group. 

Sport is a source of joy, but naturally provided if everybody finds the activity, he/she is keen on pursuing. The Municipality of Budapest wishes to offer help for youngsters to this through the programmes outlined above.  

Thanks for listening to my contribution on free sport equipment rental operated in Budapest. 

